COUNCIL. 


To  The  LYME  REGIS  BOROUGH 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annua!  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Borough  of 
Lyme  Regis  during  the  year  1920. 

Area— 1,237  acres. 

Population.— Census,  1911,  2,294.  Estimated  to  the  middle  1920.  2,282. 

Physical  Features. — The  town  is  situated  on  the  slopes  of  the  hills  to  the  E.  &  \Y.  of  the  river 
Lym,  the  greater  part  being  on  the  western  side.  The  climate  is  mild  and  the  lower  parts  of  the  town 
including  the  Marine  Parade,  are  well  protected  from  the  N.  winds.  The  rainfall  varies  from  30  to  40 
inches  per  annum. 

The  amount  of  poor-law  out  relief  for  the  year  was  £215  4s.  7d. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. — There  were  50  births  during  the  year,  24  males  and  26  females,  which  gives  a  birth-rate  of 
21.9  per  1,000  population. 

Deaths. — There  were  30  deaths,  9  males  and  21  females,  giving  a  death-rate  of  13.1  per  1,000 

population. 

Causes  Of  Death. — Whooping  Cough,  3  ;  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  2;  Malignant  Diseases,  6; 
Organic  Heart  Disease,  3;  Bronchitis,  4;  Pneumonia  (all  forms),  1;  Nephritis,  1;  Other  defined 

diseases,  8. 

infant  Mortality. — Three  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year,  giving  an  infant 

mortality  of  60  per  1,000  births. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. —  I  he  town  is  supplied  with  water  from  two  sources,  both  of  which  arederived  from 
the  greensand  in  the  hills  N.E.  and  N.W.  of  the  centre  of  the  Borough.  The  older  source  is  from  the 
spring  at  Colway,  near  the  Railway  Station,  250  feet  above  sea  level.  The  water  is  conveyed  by  3  inch  iron 
pipes  to  a  reservoir  near  Kent  Cottage,  and  from  thence  into  the  town.  This  water  is  of  excellent  quality 
with  10°  of  hardness.;  it  has  little  or  no  corrosive  action  on  iron  pipes. 

In  1896  an  additional  supply  from  Nellie  Brown  and  Twenty  Acre  Coppice  Springs,  which  are  situated 
about  2  miles  from  the  town,  was  added.  A  reservoir  was  built  near  the  springs,  315  feet  above  sea  level, 
from  which  water  is  conveyed  to  the  Cobb  in  4  inch  iron  pipes.  This  water  is  also  of  excellent  quality  but 
is  softer  than  that  from  the  Colway  spring  (4%  hardness)  and  has  an  unfortunate  corroding  action  on  iron 
pipes.  The  possibilities  of  contamination  at  both  sources  are  very  remote. 

The  supply  is  not  constant  but  is  turned  off  at  night  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town.  No  analysis  was 
made  during  the  year.  In  July  a  section  of  the  main  1|  in.  galvanized  pipe  from  Alexandra  Hotel  to  Style 
Lane  was  replaced  by  3  inch  iron  pipes. 

Rivers  and  Streams. —  The  river  Lvm,  a  small  stream,  flows  from  N.  to  S.  in  the  valley  formed 
by  the  two  hills  on  which  the  town  is  situated,  it  flows  into  the  sea  at  the  lowest  part  of  the  town. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.— Until  the  year  1903  most  of  the  sewers  and  drains  of  the  town 
discharged  into  the  River  i.ym.  in  that  year  a  new  system  of  drainage  was  completed,  which  consists  of 
2  parts,  one  for  the  town  and  the  other  for  the  Cobb  district,  and  the  sewerage  is  now  conveyed  directly 
into  the  sea.  Both  of  these  continue  to  work  satisfactorily. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  general  type  of  closet  is  the  VV.C.  There  are  about  300  cottages 
in  the  town  and  some  280  of  these  have  VV.C.  accommodation,  the  remainder  which  are  situated  on  the 
outsides  of  the  town  have  cess  pits  or  earth  closets.  l'he  majority  of  the  VV.C.  ’s  have  flushing  tanks. 
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oi  the  cliffs  about  half  a  mile  to  the  15.  of  the  town.  No  houses  are  situated  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of 
l.!me?f  Slectitfr1"*  m0"U"  *  disinfeclin8  is  dusted  on  refuse  and  receptacles  at  the 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Statement-Number  of  inspections,  247:  defective  premises  3ft- 
statutory  notices  served,  38  ;  complied  with,  37  ;  informal  notices  served,  87  ;  complied  with, *87  ’  ’ 

•  Pr®.m'ses  controlled  by  Byelaws.— There  is  one  common  lodging-house  in  the  town  which 

s  exceedingly  well  managed  and  has  quite  satisfactory  sanitary  accommodation.  There  are  no  cellar  ,.r 
van  dwellings  in  the  town,  nor  any  offensive  trades. 

Schools.—' The  public  elementary  schools  consist  of  two  buildings  The  one  for  I™  Q1m  •  i 
bui  t  in  893,  is  a  roomy  and  well  ventilated  building.  The  infant  is  a  separate  buildingof  an  earlier  date 
Both  buildings  are  centrally  situated  and  have  satisfactory  water  supply  and  sanitarv  i.rrftimn,l  f'  T 

infant  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  for  the  following  diseases  • — From  Feb  3  to  Feb  20  '<  'i  •  i  * 

Pox;  March  19  to  March  31,  Influenza;  June  9  to  July  29 f  Whooping  Cough  ’  °  ^ 

FOOD. 

Sale  Of  Food  &  Drugs  Act.— Samples  taken  :— Baking  Powder  1-  Carbonate  of  find.  1 
Cheese,  I  ;  Curry  Powder,  1  ;  Egg  Powder,  1  ;  Lime  Water,  1  ;  Milk,  1  •  Mixed  Pickles  I  •  M«lf  • 1  ’ 

Hour,  2  ;  Tea,  1 ;  Tapioca,  1.  None  of  the  above  samples  were  adulterated  ’ 

Milk  Supply.-  I  he  supply  is  yood  in  quality  and  sufficient  in  quantity.  About  half  the  sm.nlv 

^  “  18  d*liWed  int0  “le  t0Wn  dail-V  “,ld  retalled  b'  the  cow 

'  je.ce?s*t°us  ou^ioif  nuulmrsPfor  periods  o^abouf'three  ^nonthseacli'.  Two' were^altoied0,  °ph.t  aud'tbe 
third  a  pint  and  a  half  per  day.  h 

rp.  paires  and  Cowsheds.— There  are  nine  registered  cowkeepers  in  the  town  and  eight  cowsheds. 

1  he  dairies  are  not  much  used  for  storing  milk  as  most  of  it  is  retailed  soon  after  milking.  Both  cowsheds 
and  dames  are  generally  well  managed. 

r-h o  uses.  —  1  here  are  three  registered  and  licensed  slaughter-houses  in  the  town  •  thev 
are  all  well  managed,  but  two  are  very  badly  situated,  being  very  close  to  dwelling  houses.  There’ is  no 
public  abattoir  in  the  district. 

Bake-houses.— There  are  four  bake-houses  in  the  town,  they  are  all  situated  above  ground  and 
are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notification— Five  notifications  were  received  during  the  year,  four  of  pulmonary,  and  one  of 
surgical  tuberculosis.  I  he  first  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  an  ex-service  man,  was  notified  in  Feb 
and  is  under  treatment  at  the  Bridport  Dispensary.  In  May  he  was  sent  to  the  Breford  Lodge  Sanatorium 
tor  two  months.  ° 

The  second  case  was  a  visitor  who  was  notified  in  March.  This  was  a  chronic  case.  He  was  treated 
in  his  lodgings  and  died  at  the  end  of  the  month.  The  rooms  were  disinfected. 

lhe  third  case  of  P.  I’,  was,  notified  in  May  and  was  treated  at  the  Bridport  Dispensary. 

*  h°  fourth  case  was  uotHie  I  in  lul.y  and  left  the  town  in  October.  The  rooms  were  disinfected, 
recovered*^  °f  SUIgi°al  tubeirul°6i8  vvas  noli,ied  in  March.  .  He  was  treated  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  and 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

A  centre  for  this  work  was  formed  in  1918  with  a  membership  of  25.  Meetings  are  held  fortnightly 
when  a  member  of  the  County  Medical  Staff  usually  attends.  There  is  a  resident  Health  Visitor  in  the 
town,  who  works  a  district  which  includes  Lyme  Regis,  Charmouth,  Whitechurch  and  Monk  ton  Wvld. 
This  nurse  also  attends  maternity  cases  in  the  town  and  assists  at  Welfare  Centre. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

1.  Staff.—  M.O.H.  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  Borough  Surveyor. 

2.  Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases.— A  joint  area  for  this  purpose 
was  formed  in  1917  by  the  Urban  Districts  of  Bridport  and  Lyme  Regis  uniting  with  the  Rural  District  of 
Beaminster.  The  Hospital  is  situated  at  Bridport. 

No  case  was  sent  from  Lyme  Regis  during  the  year. 

3.  Local  and  Adoptive  Acts. — Public  Health  Amendment  Act  1890,  part  3.  P.  H.  A.  Act 
1907,  part  8. 

4.  Chemical  Work. — This  is  none  by  the  County  Analyst. 

5.  Bacteriological  Work. — The  Council  contracts  with  the  Clinical  Research  Association  for 
this  work.  Specimens  examined  during  the  year:  Lor  Tubercle,  2;  Throat  Swabs,  6;  which  were  all 
negative. 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Statistics.  Year  ending  31st  December,  1920 

I.  General.— (1)  Estimated  Population,  2,282  ;  (2)  General  Death-rate,  13.1  ;  (3)  Birth-rate,  21.9  ; 
(4)  Death-rate  from  Tuberculosis,  .4;  (5)  Infant  Mortality,  60;  (6;  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  of  all 
classes,  540  approx.;  (7)  Number  of  working-class  Dwelling-houses,  300  approx.;  (8)  Number  of  new' 
working-class  Dwelling-houses  erected,  4. 

II.  Unfit  Dwelling-houses. — (1)  Inspections.  (2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  and 
recorded  under  Housing  Regulations  1910,  120  ;  (3)Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  0. 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers.— 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  H.  &  T.  P.  Act  1919.  (1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs,  38  ;  (2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit,  (a)  by  owners,  37,  (b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners,  0  ;  (3)  Number  of  dwelling- 
houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close,  0. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts,  none. 

0.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  H.  &  T.  P.  Act  1909,  none. 


Unhealthy  Areas.— None. 

Workshops  and  Workplaces. — These  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  found  well  managed 
and  in  good  order. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  SPURR, 

M.O.H. 


April  18th,  1921. 
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